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  THE UNITER  

Worship 
W I T H  U S   

Worship in the New Year at United Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 
 Joyous Light 
 

As the new year dawns, we continue to walk in the light God brings in 

Jesus! There are challenges all around, but God’s love, mercy, and grace 

in Jesus are ever present. The gifts God gives in and through Jesus are our 

source of strength and resiliency to continue living with gratitude and  

hope, and to work for God’s mercy and justice.   

Sunday Mornings   

Worship at 10:15am 

Sanctuary 

Facebook Live 

1310Am KNOX 

 

Wednesdays 

Worship at 6:15pm 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday:  

8am - 4pm 

Fridays by appointment 
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SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10:15AM – UNITED’S SANCTUARY 

• Sunday, January 5 

 Pick up your EPIPHANY BAGS following worship, filled with       
resources to help you live in the joyous light of Jesus in this new year.    

 Backpack event in the FH following worship.  Begin the new year with 
this opportunity to provide loving and needed service for our neighbors. 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 6:15PM   

• January 8 – Messy Church – a way of being church for all ages to join 

in experiencing fun and faith formative activities centered in Christ.    

Celebrate the story of Epiphany through storytelling, creativity, and           

experiential learning! All ages are welcome! (See pg. 4 for more info.) 

• January 15 – Holden Evening Prayer 

• January 22 – Prayer around the Cross and Communion 

• January 29 – Hygge Event -  Hygge (pronounced “hoo-ga”) is defined 

as a quality of coziness and simplicity that creates a feeling of content-

ment or well-being and is largely practiced in Scandinavian cultures. 

You’re invited for an evening of warmth, community, and hope. You’ll 
leave with your own candle to shine throughout the winter months. (See 

pg. 7 for more info.)   
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Pastors Page 

I’m always a little sad when it is time to put the Christmas music away for another year. Listening to 

choir anthems, the old classics, and Pentatonix’ version of “Come All Ye Faithful” brings times of joy 

and reflection.  Yet, as the New Year dawns it is so important to remember that the One whose birth 

the angels sing brings joy, purpose, and promise for every season of our lives. 

In January we’ll be trying some new ways to worship on 

Wednesday night.  I first experienced “Messy Church” when 

our daughter was working with youth in the United Kingdom.  

The hands-on activities help people of every age to engage the 

word wholly.  Holden Evening prayer is a beautiful reflective 

liturgy; an opportunity to pause during busy schedules on win-

tery days.   On Sunday mornings with light streaming into our 

sanctuary, at the table, in the Word, and through the community 

of believers, we are renewed in the Joyous Light that God 

brings to our lives and to the world.    

Never forget the importance of YOU being present in our worship and our gatherings.  A big part 

of why people come to church and join churches is because they are looking for connection and com-

munity.  You never know when you may be just the connection, the friendly greeting, the listening 

ear, that someone really needs that day.   

The Christmas carols may be tucked away for the season.  But each day is an opportunity to remember 

that the birth of Jesus is reason to sing in every season.  In these dark days, our call as God’s baptized 

and beloved people is to let our lights shine and to keep singing in word and action, of God’s gifts of 

hope and love given in Jesus.    

Thank you to all whose gifts of talent and time added such beauty to our Advent and Christmas sea-

son: monthly volunteers, the altar guild, musicians, children’s leaders, and so many more! Thank you 

also to those whose financial gifts have supported the ministries of this community for another year.    

We do not know all that the new year will hold, but we know that God is holding us and that we have 

the good gift of one another.   

Peace,  

Pastor Karla Coen-Tuff 

Mark your calendars: ULC Budget Forum and Annual Meeting  

2025 United Lutheran Church Budget Forum February 5, 2025 at 6:15pm 

Come to the church Lounge on Wednesday February 5 at 6:15pm to learn about our 

proposed 2025 budget and review the past year’s budget and ministry. A budget is the 

intensions of the congregation and it’s ministry plans for the coming year. Learn about 

what we have done the previous year and our plans and goals for the future. 

The ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION will be Sunday, February 9th in con-

junction with a lunch fundraiser hosted by the ULC youth! 
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The Good Gifts Fair was a huge success with delicious chili, lovely Af-

rican crafts to purchase, and a lineup of worthy charities to support 

from around the world and locally.  

With your purchases along with the ULC Foundation gift of 

$10,000 our GRAND TOTAL is $18,305.00!!! THANK YOU, ALL! 

Special THANK YOU to the                  

volunteers who set up the Angel 

Tree, to all of you who donated so 

generously to the students and           

families at Phoenix Elementary, and 

the students who came and picked 

up the gifts! You are appreciated! 

Good Gifts Christmas Fair and Angel Tree Update 

Thank you to Linda Paulson and the Good Gifts Fair committee for     

helping plan, organize, decorate and set up for the GGF, and those 

who sat at tables to answer any questions. 

Also, thank you to all the volunteers who served and shared their     

delicious chili with all of us! What a treat to enjoy while we shopped! 
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Phoenix Backpack Program 

Backpack Packing Event  

for January & February 

Sunday, January 5th Following worship 

ULC Fellowship Hall 
 

For the 2023-24 school year, United Lutheran Church provided 2,210 weekend meals for our      
neighborhood school children. What an incredible and generous outpouring of caring!  

Be part of the weekend backpack program by volunteering to pack weekend packs or by   making a 

contribution to this important school year project. Simply designate your gift: United Lutheran 

Church backpack program.  

Phoenix Backpack Event 

Hygge at United Lutheran Church 
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The ULCW Bible Study will meet on Thursday,  

January 23rd at 1:30pm in the lounge.  

All women are welcome to attend! 
 

Thank you to all who decorated, performed, cooked, 
served, and attended the annual ULCW Christmas 

Luncheon! A lovely time was had by all! 
 

Photo credit: Ginny Bollman 

ULCW Christmas Luncheon Photos 

Looking ahead to February! 

United will be serving the Love Feast on Tuesday, February 25, 2025.  Mark your 

calendars now and watch for volunteer opportunities to come. 

Coffee and Devos  

ULCW Bible Study 

Looking Ahead to February: United Serves Love Feast  
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• January 5 - Seek God 

• January 12 - Discover God 

• January 19 - We Worship God with Our Prayers 

• January 26 - We Worship God with our Gifts 

 

• January 8 - Seek God 

• January 15 - Discover God 

• January 22 - We Worship God with Our Prayers 

• January 29 - Hygge Event 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

 

• January 8 - Epiphany Lesson & Unhanging of the Greens 

• January 15 - “Relationship Goals” CVIC speaker for parents & students 

• January 22 - Extraordinary Leaders 

• January 29 - Hygge Event 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

Youth Education in January 

Join United for                
a night of  

UND Hockey  

on Jan. 4, 2025!  
$10 per ticket                                 

limited space available.  

12 year old and under must be 

accompanied by an adult.  

RSVP with QR code provided   

to claim your ticket.  

United at UND Hockey! 
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Hygge at United Lutheran  

Christmas Program and Angel Tree Shopping - Youth in action! 
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Memorials and Gifts 

Pastoral Acts 
 

 

 
 

Jax Gordon - December 1, 2024  

 

 
 

 
Manny Olson - December 4, 2024 

Financial Summary 
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Like us on facebook at United Lutheran Church in Grand Forks, ND - ELCA            

 

Home of  

United Lutheran Church 

324 Chestnut Street 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 

Phone:  775-4279 - Fax:  772-8001 

Website:  www.unitedgf.org 

Email: reception@unitedgf.org 

Sunday Morning Broadcast: 

KNOX 1310AM - 10:15am 

Pastor: Rev. Karla Coen-Tuff 

Pastor: Rev. Peter Coen-Tuff 

Dir. of Youth & Family Ministry: Molly Haagenson 

Church Secretary:  Christine Barta 

Bookkeeper: Becky Knutson 

Council President: Jim Bollman 

Youth Education Director: Karen Syrstad 

Custodian: Darren Lee 

Cathedral Choir Director: Michael Marcotte 

Sing & Ring Director: Ruth Ann Tuseth 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Scan for more info on  
United Lutheran Church! 

United                       

Lutheran Church 

Sunday Mornings   

Worship at 10:15am 

Sanctuary 

Facebook Live 

1310Am KNOX 
 

Wednesdays 

Worship at 6:15pm 

 
Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday:  

8am - 4pm 

Fridays by appointment 


